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United Way of the Midlands Awards Funding to  
Critical Programs for At-Risk Kids 

 
OMAHA, Nebraska – Child Saving Institute is pleased to announce it was recently awarded a 
$250,993 grant from United Way of the Midlands. “Child Saving Institute deeply appreciates 
United Way’s support for the prevention, intervention and treatment of abused, neglected 
and abandoned children in the metro area. Thanks also to all who made a contribution to 
the drive. United Way’s gifts—your gifts—make a real difference for struggling families and at-
risk kids in our community,” said Peg Harriott, CSI President & CEO. 
 
Because of United Way funding, Jade is well on her way to making a good life for herself and 
her toddler son, Say’Vonn. It is more than she could have hoped for in the dark months 
following her expulsion from school a few years ago at age 14. 
 
Jade got in an argument with a girl at school. When the girl punched her, Jade hit her back. 
The following day, she was expelled. She fell into a deep depression, and with no advocacy 
at home, she became lost. Eventually Jade entered an alternative school, but instead of 
being allowed to learn, she struggled to survive the near-daily duress of physical threats, 
brutality and sexual harassment by the other students. Jade dropped out of school and 
became gang-affiliated, experimenting with drugs and alcohol.  
 
When she learned she was pregnant at 16, she took a hard look at her life and the dreary 
outlook for her unborn child if she continued on the same path. “Here I was going to be a 
single mom and I still had no education, no direction…I knew things had to change,” Jade 
recalls.  She learned of CSI’s parenting class through The Parenting Program and there she 
found hope. “My caseworker is the best support I’ve ever had,” Jade says enthusiastically. 
“She has helped me in so many ways. She tells me I’m a wonderful mom, and I can get my 
education. She helped me get started in Independent Studies…She’s been there every step 
of the way.” 
 
And this is just one of the many stories of fractured families made whole through United Way’s 
support. Thanks to the generosity of United Way donors, five critical CSI programs will receive 
funding: 

• Emergency Shelter for Youth 
United Way funding allows Child Saving Institute to provided a safe, secure living 
environment for youth who are in crisis and do not have other housing options. Within 
any given year the emergency shelter supports between 100 and 150 youth who 
require a variety of services. The shelter is at or near full capacity on a consistent basis. 
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• Therapy and Parent Education  
With United Way support, CSI’s Therapy Program seeks to prevent child abuse and 
neglect and to intervene with families in which abuse and neglect has occurred. This is 
achieved by helping children and families improve coping skills and functioning, 
achieving better mental health. In addition, United Way’s support allows CSI’s Parent 
Education Program to decrease incidents of abuse and neglect through the provision 
of education and support to parents. 100% of the participating parents improved their 
scores on a parenting knowledge assessment between pre-test and post-test. 

 
• Pregnancy Counseling and Adoption 

The Pregnancy Counseling program assists those individuals experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies and their partners to make the best decisions regarding their pregnancies. 
In addition they are provided with appropriate referrals and resources to support their 
decision. 100% of CSI’s Pregnancy Counseling clients who completed services reported 
being comfortable with their decision at 6, 12, and 18 months later. 
 

• Teen Parenting Education and Mentoring for Adolescent Parents 
The Parenting Program focuses on safety, permanency, and child and family well-being 
to ensure safe, happy, and healthy families. With United Way funding, CSI is able to 
focus on those families who have the greatest need for services and connections to 
community services, and provide services that other funding sources may not 
adequately cover. 95% or greater of the children of the young parents participating in 
the program were developmentally on target socially, emotional, and educationally at 
program’s end. In addition, 98% of the participating teen parents did not experience 
another unplanned pregnancy.    

 
• School & Family Enrichment (SAFE) 

With United Way funding, the SAFE program offers home and school-based support for 
at-risk elementary-aged children and their families in Omaha Public Schools. The 
program works to improve the outcomes for children who experience barriers to 
learning as a result of difficulties at school and /or in their homes or neighborhoods. 96% 
of the children served through SAFE had passing grades in core classes (Math and 
Language Arts) at discharge.   

 
United Way of the Midlands helps the most vulnerable in our community, and works on human service solutions 
that will benefit our metro area for generations to come. United Way connects people and organizations with a 
secure way to donate their financial support and their time, and connects them to a strong network of health 
and human service programs.  
www.uwmidlands.org 
 
Child Saving Institute, a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit child welfare organization, is dedicated to the prevention, 
intervention and treatment of child abuse, neglect and abandonment. CSI has met the changing needs of metro 
area children over the past 120 years based on the belief that ALL children should have homes where hope is 
kindled and dreams can be achieved. 
www.childsaving.org 
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